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with industry partners through
research and development, to
build an innovative
sustainable business
environment and promote the
consumption of dry edible
beans, contributing to healthy
growth for all stakeholders.
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23. Sponsors

2019 Ontario Bean Growers Annual General Meeting
February 26, 2019, 9:00am
Best Western Plus, The Arden Park Hotel, Stratford

AGENDA
Registration, Coffee and Trade Show Begins at 8:00am
9:00am

Call to Order & Welcome

9:05am

Approval of the Agenda
Approval of the 2018 AGM Minutes

9:20am

2017-18 Auditor’s Report

RLB Charted Professional Accontants

Approval of Auditor’s for 2018-19
9:45am

Chair’s Report

Jim Gowland, Ontario Bean Growers

9:50am

Global Market Update

Scott Cottenden, Thompsons Ltd.

10:10am

Election of Directors

James Corpuz, FPMC

10:20am

Farm Products Marketing Commission

FPMC, Board of Directors

10:25am

Announcement of Election Results

10:30am

Break

10:50am

Election of Delegates

11:00am

2018 Crop Update

James Corpuz, FPMC

Variable Rate Seeding Project update
Pest Manager App demonstration

Meghan Moran, OMAFRA

11:40am

Words from Sponsors at $1000 level

12:00pm

Lunch and Trade Show

1:00pm

Gaining a biological advantage in crop production

Dustin Mulock, Mulock Farms Ltd.

1:40pm

Pest Management Update

Chris Gillard,
University of Guelph, Ridgetown Campus

2:00pm

Break

2:20pm

Weed Management Update

Peter Sikkema
University of Guelph, Ridgetown Campus

2:40pm

Resolutions and Other Business

3:00pm

Door Prizes

3:15pm

Adjournment & Social time

James Corpuz, FPMC/Jim Gowland
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Jim Gowland

Chair’s Report
On behalf of the entire OBG board it is my privilege to
bring greetings to the attendees of our AGM being
held this year in an even a larger venue at the Arden
Park Inn in Stratford. I would also like to recognize our
industry partners and trade show participants for their
generous support in sponsoring this event. As part of
OBG's objective of improving communication to our
grower members, our management team is also
making the proceedings of this year’s AGM available
through internet streaming. The OBG board will
evaluate this communication endeavour after the AGM
to see if this is a viable option for those not able to
attend.
Again, OBG has had a very successful year both
financially and in implementing new initiatives. This
could not have been done with out the dedication of
our management team led by Ryan Koeslag. Special
thanks to Ryan, Jennifer Mitchell, Nicole Horn and
Marianne Muth. Thank you!
Regarding OBG 2017-18 financial position, we realized
$818,733 of license revenue based on $6.80/MT, up
from $678,328 in 2016. This revenue, combined with
other income, including research grants resulted in
$1,039,769 total revenue. With expenses for the year
coming in at $867,791, we saw a $171,978 surplus at
year end. Using data provided to us by Agricorp, we
calculated an acreage for all market classes of
approximately 121,543 with production of 2,654,260
cwt bags. This would indicate a yield of approximately
21.84 cwt bags per acre. During the summer of 2017
the OBG board conservatively budgeted income
revenues due to some adverse growing conditions.
However, when the harvest came along yields were
much better than expected, hence aiding in license
revenues for the 2017-2018 year.
This past fiscal year also saw the transition from the
federal Growing Forward II program to the new
Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) program.
Although not as much money was available via CAP,
OBG was still very successful through the Pulse Cluster
to secure significant funding for a number of projects.
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Mike Donnelly – Vanderloo and Jennifer Mitchell will
elude to some of these research projects under CAP
and the Pulse Cluster in their respective reports.
One of the highlights this past year for OBG was the
development of a “brand” for Ontario beans. After
consultation between our numerous working groups,
growers to industry to consumers, OBG is pleased to
present our “Better with Beans” brand and companion
promotion initiatives. More to follow in the Market
Promotion and Communications report by Dave
Vandewalle and Jennifer Mitchell.
On the national front, OBG continues to have a strong
working relationship within Pulse Canada and the three
other provincial western pulse producing provinces. In
the early part of 2018 various sub-committees were
struck to develop work plans to achieve Pulse Canada’s
goal of achieving a 25% increase in the incremental use
of pulses by 2025. For beans, this means an increase in
production of 75,000 tonnes across the three bean
growing provinces, which equates (based on Ontario
yields) to approximately 83,000 new acres.
For the 4th year I am OBG's representative to Farm and
Foodcare Ontario (FFCO) and my third year as
Treasurer on the FFCO Executive. FFCO has made
some significant changes in structure and operations
this past 2 years and after a few years of financial
challenges, board and management are successfully
showing positive financial results as well as new
enthusiasm and enhanced value to its entire
membership. OBG has also partnered with FFCO on
numerous promotional initiatives to not only promote
our bean products, but to aid in developing improved
positive optics and public trust of agriculture and
agrifood in Ontario.
During this past year Ontario saw a provincial election
that resulted in a new government in Ontario. Our new
Minister of Agriculture, Minister Ernie Hardeman has
initiated numerous meetings with provincial farm
organizations, including OBG where a number of us
have had the opportunities to meet and discuss issues.

These include regulatory issues at PMRA, CAP funding
transfer to Ontario via the Agricultural Adaptation
Council and reducing overburdening “Red Tape”
regulations within Ontario agriculture. We have also
highlighted numerous initiatives by OBG in research
and promotional activities of beans that aid in an
opportunity of a healthier Ontario.
The year 2017 / 2018 also saw the continuation of
developing OBG's new five year strategic plan.
Growers, delegates, directors and industry partners

have been positively involved to set out a plan to
position OBG for the next 5 years and beyond. Final
release of the next OBG five year strategic plan will be
for the beginning of the new crop year Sept 1 st of 2019.
In closing I would like to thank our Management team,
our delegates and fellow OBG directors for their positive
insight to enriching the entire Ontario bean industry. It
has made being Chair of OBG a very positive and
rewarding experience.

Ryan Koeslag

Executive Director’s Report
On behalf of the staff at Koeslag Consulting Inc (KCI), I
would like to extend my appreciation for your
continued support towards advancing OBG. It has
again been a privilege for KCI to serve and act as your
administrative support for 2017-18. I believe I can
speak for all our team members when I say working
with OBG is very rewarding for us.
Over the course of the 2017-2018 crop year we have
once again benefited from the smart decisions and
hard work of our predecessors in the form of research
benefits
and
improved
growing
practices. Improvements in drought tolerance, root rot
and pest control were a culmination of many years of
good investment by your previous Board of Directors
and/or organizations.
As in the past, OBG has established research as the
primary focus for both their attention and budget.
Starting in April 2018 OBG committed to invest one
third of its budget to the Pulse Science Research Cluster
which in turn will be the primary funding source for the
Bean Breeding program as well as pest management
research at the University of Guelph. The results of
these program directly benefit you, the producer, in
your field of beans. We invite you to join us in August at
our annual research day, as well as at the annual open
house at the Elora Research Station, to see first hand
your grower dollars at work. The Pulse AgriScience
Research Cluster will see OBG invest nearly 1.9 million
grower dollars to leverage nearly 4.36 million dollars in
government and industry funding until 2023 ensuring

Ontario's competitiveness for the next decade beyond
that. Combined with the Pulse Science Cluster, OBG
directs approximately 50% of it's budget towards its
research activities.
Jennifer at the KCI team has been a strong advocate
and excellent ambassador for promoting the health
benefits of beans and increasing Ontario's domestic
consumption. 2018 was the start of planning the
"Better with Beans" campaign which we already know
has resulted in increased attention, increased profile
and increased awareness of using beans in healthy
Canadian diets. Although still small, market research
indicates that Plant-Based protein is gaining traction
and seeing +7% growth which is outpacing animal
protein growth.
Working with Pulse Canada to advocate the
importance, effectiveness and safety (both to the
environment and applicators) of various pesticide tools
will continue to take place over the next year, all-thewhile considering the requests of the ultimate
consumer. Only with clear communication and a mutual
respect can we expect to observe a change in
consumer mindset with regards to production
practices.
As always, the office, our email and phone lines are
always open and ready to hear from you. We enjoy the
interaction with our members and look forward to any
ideas or suggestions you may have.
All the best for the 2019 crop year!
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Mike Donnelly-Vanderloo

Research Report
2018 has been another exciting year on the research
front as we continue to lay foundations designed to
assist making you, the Ontario Bean Growers, more
competitive in the domestic and international
marketplace. I think we all realize that Ontario must be
able to supply high quality beans at an attractive price
to worldwide buyers in order to make the sale. If not,
other growing regions will make up the shortfall. The
recent expansion of one of our processors into
Manitoba is ample evidence of this. Our projects are
critiqued using these realities when we decide where
best to allocate grower funding.
I’d like to discuss one new project in particular that
should help us achieve the goals of reducing costs and
improving quality perhaps simultaneously! Reaping the
benefits of variable rate technology in bean fields has
been an elusive goal particularly as we watch the efforts
to integrate it into the major field crops. There are
several reasons for this. One being (although I don’t
think of dry beans as a “minor” crop) the bigger
acreage crops get more focus and dollars. Another
reason is that many market classes are harvested with

Yield response of dry beans to variable rate seeding taking overhead photos to estimate difference in canopy
cover. Photo by Meghan Moran, Canola and Edible
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specialty bean combines.
To address these concerns OBG has embarked on its
first field scale variable rate project. Spearheaded by
our OMAFRA Bean Specialist, Meghan Moran, it
addresses the relationship between bean seeding rate
and yield in high and low yielding management zones.
Strain gauges placed on bucket elevators address the
concerns of seed coat damage that can occur with
impact plates. Prescriptions are developed to find the
optimum populations and early indications suggest
lowering populations in high yielding parts of the field
may increase yield and improve quality via reducing the
damage from white mold. Imagine how lowering input
costs and improving gross returns at the same time
could improve our bottom line. Maybe we can have our
cake and eat it too!
Stay tuned and keep reading for further details on this
project. I am proud to continue to be part of this
journey as OBG Research Chair.

A large crowd attend OBG’s annual Research Day and
BBQ at the Huron Research Station on August 22, 2018.

Ontario Bean Growers (OBG) has invested nearly $1.4 million, over the next 5 years, into bean research projects that
seek to improve productivity and reduce threats to pulse crop production, as well as one project that is collecting
evidence for a health claim.
Under the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, AgriScience Cluster program, OBG will be leveraging their grower
dollar investment with $2.6 million of Government and other industry partner funding.
Dry bean disease screening and development of
germplasm with disease resistance

Jamie Larsen, AAFC
The general objective of the proposal is to improve our
knowledge of seed borne and foliar diseases, and
develop germplasm integrating disease resistance for
Ontario regions. By learning about these pathogens
and screening genotypes for resistance, it may be
possible to develop resistant germplasm that can be
integrated into breeding programs. It is also important
to keep monitoring and screening for tolerance to other
major diseases including common bacterial blight and
white mold.
The study includes a detailed survey of pathogen
isolates in Ontario, and identification of species and
races. This will be followed by screening for tolerant
genotypes in field nurseries and greenhouse or growth
cabinet. If a new source of resistance is identified,
genetic inheritance will be characterized through
crosses and phenotyping of the progenies.
Recombinant inbred line populations will be
developed, phenotyped and submitted to high density
SNP genotyping using an Illumina Infinium array to be
performed at the McGill University and Génome
Québec Innovation Centre and QTL mapping. SNP
markers linked to the trait will be validated and can be
used for breeding resistant germplasm. Resistant
germplasm will be developed by crossing resistant
materials with elite lines previously available from the
Harrow RDC breeding program.
Bean germplasm lines with disease resistance will be
developed. and be made available through the PGRC
to multiple bean breeding programs. It is anticipated
that the lines will be immediately useful to U of Guelph,
Morden Research & Development Centre, Lethbridge
Research & Development Centre, and the U of
Saskatchewan. Disease nurseries will be established/
maintained to test breeding material and commercial
varieties for disease resistance/tolerance to halo blight,
common bacterial brown spot, common bacterial
blight, root rot, and white mould. Molecular markers

will be developed and validated for disease resistance
phenotypes and used to screen germplasm. Resistant
material will be crossed with elite lines. Advanced and
preliminary material in the Guelph breeding program
will be tested for disease resistance.
Identification of dry bean lines in Ontario and the
Prairies with improved canning and cooking quality

Parthiba Balasubramanian, AAFC
Each year (2018 to 2022 growing seasons), six dry bean

Cooperative Registration Trials will be grown in Canada
by the breeding programs in Ontario and the three
prairie provinces. They include, three trials in Ontario
(Navy, Coloured Major (cranberry and kidney) and
Coloured Minor (black, pinto, red)), the long season
wide row trial in Manitoba, the short season narrow row
trial in Saskatchewan, and the short season wide row
irrigated trial in Alberta. Dry bean lines from public and
private dry bean breeding programs, and check
cultivars will be included in the above Registration
Trials.
Entries from the multi-location Registration Trials of
Ontario and the three Prairie provinces will be assessed
for canning and cooking quality traits in the Bean Pilot
Plant at AAFC-Lethbridge. The canning quality protocol
used in the Bean Pilot Plant, AAFC-Lethbridge was
developed in consultation with the industry in Ontario
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and Europe. Dry bean lines in the Ontario Advanced
Yield Trials (F7 lines) will also be assessed for canning
and cooking quality traits. Data summary will be
provided to the breeders in Ontario and the three
prairie provinces, and to the two Registration
Recommending Committees in Canada.
Acceptance of dry bean cultivars by consumers and
processors is dependent on both dry seed (seed size,
shape, colour, colour retention and seed coat integrity)
and processed seed (canning and cooking) quality
traits. Percentage hard-to-cook seed, hydration
coefficient after soaking and blanching, washed drain
weight, texture, colour, clumping and appearance of
seeds are important to processors and consumers.
Hard-to-cook seed (hard seed) that fail to absorb water
is a major concern for processors and consumers. Dry
bean cultivars of all market classes may develop hard
seed depending on the environmental conditions
during maturity, harvest and storage. Two-hundred
seeds per genotype per location (or replication) will be
soaked for 14 h in de-ionized water at room
temperature and cooked for 20 min at 95°C.
“Percentage hard seed” and “percentage partially
hydrated seed” will be determined after soaking and
after cooking. Hydration coefficient after soaking and
after cooking will also be determined.
Breeding for sustainable and profitable bean
production in Ontario

Peter Pauls, University of Guelph

levels.
In terms of variety development perspective, the
research team will utilize a population breeding
strategy with extensive field evaluation of phenotypes
and productivity, supported by increasingly informative
molecular evaluation of genetic diversity.
This research activity will also investigate the genetic
diversity/population structure of Canadian dry bean
breeding germplasm and study the genetics of
agronomically- and quality-related traits.
New bean varieties will be developed to address
consumer’s needs, with higher yields, improved disease
resistance, lower fertilizer requirements and desirable
nutritional and quality traits.
It also aims to educate highly qualified personnel for
the pulse industry in Canada.
Applied pest management in dry bean production
systems

Chris Gillard, University of Guelph, Ridgetown Campus
This research activity will investigate applied pest
management strategies for dry bean in order to fill the
knowledge gap for growers.
Sub-activities include identifying seed treatments and
developing long term efficacy data for control products
for soybean cyst nematode, potato leafhopper,
anthracnose and root rot; determining the economic
returns of pest management control products to

This research activity is focused on breeding different
bean varieties for Ontario growers to improve yield,
disease resistance, drought tolerance, N2 fixation
capacity, resistance to herbicides, and cooking quality.
It will also improve unique quality traits such as
resistance to seed darkening and enhanced phenolic

growers; evaluating new technology (e.g., remote
sensing) and determining its role in disease
management; and building a pest management
strategy for new pests.
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Building on the results from Growing Forward (GF) and
Growing Forward 2 (GF2), this project will continue to
investigate new seed treatments and foliar fungicides to
supplement those currently used by growers as a
resistance management tool.
Other knowledge gaps such as the interaction of foliar
fungicides plus foliar fertilizer tank mixes will be
explored. This study will utilize existing fungicide
studies to assess the relationship between remote
sensing data and disease development.
This study will assess thresholds and insecticide timing
to develop a strategy to effectively manage this pest.
Research will be conducted in a controlled environment
to address genetic tolerance to Soybean Cyst
Nematode (SCN). Recommendations
on pest
management for various key diseases and pests will be
developed and communicated to stakeholders.

A bean efficacy study: A dose response study to
investigate the cholesterol-lowering effects of beans

Alison Duncan, University of Guelph
This study involves a collaborative research team with
expertise related to in vitro pulse composition and in
vivo human nutrition clinical trials, and will entail study
treatments that determine the effect of dose on the
cholesterol efficacy of whole beans.
The study will detect effects on cholesterol levels and
will follow best practices for compliance with
government guidelines for health claims in Canada and
other regions.
Knowledge and evidence will be generated to support
a health claim for bean, and drive a demand for beans
by consumers as a healthier food choice.
Specific objective is to determine the effect of multiple
dosages of whole mixed beans on fasting serum lipid
profiles in hypercholesterolemic adults.

The following projects are funded in part through the Canadian Agricultural Partnership
(the Partnership), a federal-provincial-territorial initiative. The Agricultural Adaptation Council assists in the
delivery of the Partnership in Ontario.
Yield response of dry beans to variable rate seeding

Meghan Moran, OMAFRA
Dry edible beans are a relatively low acreage and high
risk field crop. The approximate cost of production for
dry beans is $405-490 per acre compared to $250 per
acre for soybean (OMAFRA Publication 70). Dry beans
are less vigorous and more prone to diseases and
stress than other field crops, requiring intensive
management and multiple pesticide applications. The
OBG recognizes the need for innovative and cultural
approaches to development of integrated pest
management strategies that address environmental

risks and reduce dependence on preventative pesticide
while meeting yield and quality targets.
Preliminary investigations indicate that dry beans are
more responsive to variable rate seeding than other
field crops. Adjusting seeding rates based on the
spatial variability of productivity across a field can have
economic and environmental advantages. Lowering
seeding rates in highly productive zones of a field can
actually increase yield and decrease risk of white
mould, thereby reducing costs and fungicides
requirements. Preliminary small plot research
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conducted by Chris Gillard (University of Guelph) has
shown that seeding at as low as 40 per cent of a typical
seeding rate may not negatively impact yield. In this
project we propose to evaluate the relationship
between seeding rate and yield on farm fields in large
replicated plots, to validate the practice and provide
data to improve seeding rate decisions in precision
seeding scenarios. The project will be carried out by
incorporating research blocks into seeding rate
prescriptions that are planted automatically by farmers’
planting equipment.
In addition, a new yield monitor for coloured bean
combines will be used to collect yield data, which has
never before been available. This equipment will allow
farmers to measure the impact of management
changes on yield, creating new opportunities to
confidently adopt new practices that mitigate economic
and environmental risks of production.

Yield response of dry beans to variable rate seeding>
Low population in foreground, high population in
background.
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Innovative weed management strategies for dry bean

Peter Sikkema, University of Guelph,
Ridgetown Campus
During 2012 to 2016, on average, growers in Ontario
harvested 117,000 acres valued at $97.6 million
annually. Controlling weeds is an integral component of
profitable dry bean production. Assuming an average
yield of 20.9 cwt/acre, growers in Ontario can lose as
much as 11.7 cwt/acre or 55 per cent of their dry bean
yield valued at $54.6 million if weeds are not controlled.
There is a limited number of herbicides available for
weed management in dry bean.
Funding for this project will contribute to the
development of precision weed management strategies
with multiple modes of action that have an adequate
margin of crop safety, provide consistent broad
spectrum weed control, have low environmental impact
and maximize bean yield and net returns. The goal of
this research program is to develop innovative weed
management strategies for the control of troublesome
weeds in conventional and strip-till production systems
with various market classes of beans. The research will
evaluate the efficacy of various herbicides, herbicide
tank mixes and two-pass weed control programs for
species specific weed control, including the common
annual grass and broadleaf weeds in Ontario as well as
glyphosate-resistant Canada fleabane. In addition, the
impact of these new weed management strategies on
yield of beans will be determined.

Dave Vandewalle

Market Promotions &
Communication
Another year has come and gone, and as usual, it is a
good time to assess where we have come from and
where we are going. As a director for OBG and
chairperson
for
the
Market
Promotion
and
Communication committee, I am pleased to say that
2018 has been extremely productive, and the future
looks very bright for our bean industry.
“Better with Beans” is the new consumer promotional
campaign that OBG undertook in 2018. With the help
of MacGregor Communications, and a focus group of
producers and consumers, it was decided by the board
of directors that a campaign be launched that would
target consumers, and in particular millennial
families. Social media is now the most economical
method of reaching out to consumers. The “Better with
Beans”
campaign
is
a
simple
and
direct
message.
Simply add beans to your meals to
compliment whatever it is that you may be
preparing. The next time you make a pizza, a salad, a
soup, add some beans.
I am over simplifying the
campaign, but in essence, OBG has undertaken a cost
effective method of reminding consumers today, the
millennial generation and their future families, the
benefits that beans have. These benefits include their
complementary taste to the main meal and better yet,
their well documented health benefits. KCI has done a
fantastic job using multiple social media platforms to
get this message out.
This past year also saw several opportunities to
understand what the current and future opportunities
are for consumption and sale of beans in
Canada. Although Canada traditionally exports 80% of
dry bean production, it has been the focus of this
committee to try to understand the 20% of sales that is
the Canadian consumer. Two studies were undertaken
in conjunction with Pulse Canada and while all the data
has not been completely analyzed, as a whole the per
capita consumption of dry beans is low. Ontario,
consumes approximately 45% of total Canadian
consumption and there is a move to more dry
packaged beans being consumed.
Although

speculative, this could partially be explained by the fact
that the GTA is comprised of a diverse multicultural
community of people. Culture may have a greater
influence in protein consumption comprised of plant
proteins rather than animal protein.
So why is OBG and Pulse Canada working towards
benchmarking where consumption of dry beans stand
today? The answer to this is quite simple. We feel that
it is important to be able to measure both success and
failure when discussing promotional activities going
forward in the next decade. Recently I read a USDA
report about US meat supply. This report indicated that
the per capita consumption of all red meat and poultry
has increased from 216.8 lbs in 2017 to 220.8 lbs in
2019 per capita. That is a 4 lb per person increase in
consumption.
Given that Canadian per capita
consumption of dry beans may only be in the 1.5lb per
capita range, this would indicate that dry beans could
have a high potential to fill the protein (and fibre )
requirements of North Americans!
With the new
Canada’s food guide promoting more plant based
proteins in our diet, it seems to me that bean
consumption could dramatically increase in the next
decade. A doubling of bean protein consumption
would still only represent a small percentage change in
meat protein-consumption.
It would seem then that beans have a lot of
opportunities moving forward.
Conversely, OBG
moving forward has a lot of opportunities to seize the
momentum and help spread the message that
everything is “Better with Beans”! Let’s face it, if we as
farmers don’t believe in and promote the product we
produce, who else will?
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Developing a Consumer Brand for Ontario Beans
In the spring of 2018, OBG embarked on a project to
develop a consumer brand for Ontario beans. A
branding workshop pulled together the ideas of board
members, delegates and industry stakeholders and
culminated in the development of several logo
concepts. Through this process it was determine that
the target market for this brand would be young
families because this demographic is willing to try new
things and are working towards making healthy eating
decisions for their families. The logos and colour
combinations were tested with a group of moms and a
final logo chosen based on their preference.
The development of Better with Beans and its
subsequent launch spanned fiscal 17-18 and 18-19.
The #BetterWithBeans Campaign was launched in
September 2018 to create excitement about eating
beans. It asked social media users to share images of
their recipe creations using beans. Another facet of the
project was recipe video development. To bolster the
campaign, recipe videos were developed to create
excitement about using beans and to demonstrate how
easily they can be incorporated into a meal. Better with
Beans was promoted through the December issue of
Horizon Travel & Lifestyle magazine which is inserted
into the Toronto Star. A bonus to this promotion is
video ad space on a number of screens in Toronto
including Yonge St., Dundas Square and The PATH.

Fifth Story
OBG invested $24,340 into Fifth Story, a content
marketing agency that provides copyright-free lifestyle
content to a wide range of media outlets. Over the
course of 2017-18 OBG articles and recipes appear 181
times in a number of mediums including radio,
newspapers, websites, blogs and magazines. Total
impressions for this investment was 54,090,497.

Follow us @ontariobeans
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Our Brand Story
This powerful pulse has been overlooked for
far too long. Better with Beans seeks to
improve Ontario’s appreciation of beans by
showing how anyone can cook with, or add
this locally grown super food into the
recipes they already love, with very little
effort.
Low in fat and packed with fibre, beans are a
source of quality protein and are extremely
versatile.

Whether

baked

into

muffins,

added to tacos, or mixed into any favourite
dish, the mild, complementary flavour helps
everyday families make healthy choices
easier and every meal better—everything is
Better with Beans.

Nielsen Data
OBG partnered with Pulse Canada to purchase Nielsen data in order to look at consumption trends for the past
three years as well as to establish a baseline so that we can measure future growth. It was interesting to note that
baked beans and kidney beans are the most highly consumed of all bean types in Canada, yet both of these are
declining. Consumption of black beans is relatively small, but increasing rapidly.
If you are interested in looking at the results of the Nielsen data in detail, please contact the office.

Consumer Resources
OBG’s consumer resources continue to be in very high demand, especially among
Register Dietitians. In the 2017-18 fiscal year a total of 29,494 resources, including
recipe books, recipe cards and other information about beans were distributed.
This is up from 13,041 in 2016-17, more than doubling the number of bean
resources being shared.
Of those ordering or receiving resources at conferences 75% were Registered
Dietitians or other health professionals, 25% were consumers and 1% were schools.
Our most popular resource continues to be the recipe book. A new book was
developed in 2018 to reflect the Better with Beans brand.

Food and Health Related Conferences and Events
OBG took part in a number of conferences and events in 2017-18. These included the Family Health Team
Registered Dietitians Conference, Health Professionals’ Day at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair, and the Ontario
Association of Food Banks conference.
OBG was also invited on two occasions to deliver guest lectures to nutrition students at Brescia University College.
Dr. June Matthews, Faculty in the Department of Food and Nutritional Sciences, is working to incorporate
agricultural production into the courses at Brescia. She believes it is important for students going on in this field
(some will become Registered Dietitians) to understand how food is produced.
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2017 International Plowing Match
The 2017 International Plowing Match was held in the
heart of bean country, Huron County.
OBG
participated in the Education tent with a display and
daily black bean smoothie making demos.
The
smoothies were a big hit and people were surprised
that you couldn’t taste the beans. 2600 bean resources
were handed out over the course of the Match.
The Match site was closed on the Wednesday due to
rain the previous day. The footing in most of the
Education Tent was a bit sloppy. Luckily, the beans
booth was on high ground. The organizers must have
known that beans don’t like wet feet.
Food Influencers Tour
45 food influencers from the Toronto area participated
in a Farm & Food Care Ontario tour in June 2018,
made possible by partnerships with Egg Farmers of
Ontario, Burnbrae Farms, Ontario Bean Growers and
SaskCanola.
The group visited egg farmers Andrew and Lindsay
Elgersma in Elora, who care for 10,000 laying hens in
their enriched housing barn. The bloggers, writers
and food influencers were then treated to a delicious
local lunch prepared by Fraberts Fresh Foods, which
featured
eggs,
beans,
canola
and
local
strawberries. The second stop was the Elora Research
Station, where bean breeder, Dr. Peter Pauls gave an
overview of bean breeding. Participants were then
taken out on wagons so they could watch some plots
being planted.

Breakfast on the Farm
OBG sponsored Farm & Food Care Ontario’s June
2018 Breakfast on the Farm with a donation of
homemade baked beans. These received rave reviews
and were a welcome addition to the breakfast menu.
1600 guests enjoyed a free all-Ontario breakfast, a tour
of the Cranstons' dairy farm, interactive displays from
over 20 exhibitors and the chance to meet 70 farm
volunteers.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT

To the members of: Ontario Bean Growers
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Ontario Bean Growers, which comprise the statement of
financial position as at August 31, 2018 and the statements of changes in net assets, operations and cash flows for the
year then ended, and a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information.
Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance with
Canadian accounting standards for not for profit organizations and for such internal control as management determines
is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to
fraud or error.
Auditor's Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in
accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we comply with ethical
requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are
free from material misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material
misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor
considers internal control relevant to the entity's preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to
design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on
the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting
policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall
presentation of the financial statements.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained in our audit is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
audit opinion.
Opinion
In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Ontario Bean
Growers as at August 31, 2018 and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance
with Canadian accounting standards for not for profit organizations.

Guelph, Ontario
November 29, 2018

Chartered Professional Accountants
Licensed Public Accountants
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ONTARIO BEAN GROWERS
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT AUGUST 31, 2018

General

Reserve

Crop Pool

2018

2017

ASSETS

CURRENT
Cash
$ 576,011 $
Short term
investments(note 5)
768,577
Accounts receivable
5,383
Grants receivable
39,036
Government remittances
refundable
12,008
Due (to) from reserve fund
(104,793)
Due from (to) crop pool fund
(937)
Prepaid expenses
1,585
1,296,870
LONG TERM
INVESTMENTS(note 5)
283,080

0 $

$ 1,579,950 $

(937) $

575,074 $

564,004

739,510
0
0

0
0
0

1,508,087
5,383
39,036

544,607
2,133
39,716

0
104,793
0
0
844,303

0
0
937
0
0

12,008
0
0
1,585
2,141,173

4,612
0
0
1,585
1,156,657

0

0

283,080

999,170

844,303 $

0 $ 2,424,253 $ 2,155,827

LIABILITIES
CURRENT
Accounts payable and
accrued liabilities

$

321,137 $

0 $

0 $

321,137 $

224,689

NET ASSETS
NET ASSETS

1,258,813
$ 1,579,950 $

844,303

0

844,303 $

0 $ 2,424,253 $ 2,155,827

See notes to the financial statements
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2,103,116

1,931,138

ONTARIO BEAN GROWERS
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2018

NET ASSETS, beginning of
year
Net revenues over expenses
(expenses over
revenues) for the year
NET ASSETS, end of year

General

Reserve

Crop Pool

(Unrestricted)

(Internally
Restricted)

(Internally
Restricted)

$ 1,052,320 $

206,493
$ 1,258,813 $

878,818

$

(34,515)
844,303 $

2018

2017

0 $ 1,931,138 $ 1,868,282

0

171,978

62,856

0 $ 2,103,116 $ 1,931,138

See notes to the financial statements
ONTARIO BEAN GROWERS 2018 ANNUAL REPORT | 17

ONTARIO BEAN GROWERS
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2018

General

REVENUES
Licence fees (note 3)
Grants
Interest income
Sponsorships
Bean pool sales
Other

$

EXPENSES
Research
Promotion
Consulting
Directors fees and expenses
Memberships and affiliations
Producer relations
Office
Rent
Information technology
Professional fees
Insurance
Interest and bank charges
Pool purchases
NET REVENUES OVER
EXPENSES (EXPENSES
OVER REVENUES)
for the year

818,733 $
166,221
26,081
13,249
0
0
1,024,284
331,490
164,349
140,513
59,995
45,105
26,777
12,077
12,000
12,000
8,964
3,282
1,239
0
817,791

$

206,493 $

Reserve

Crop Pool

2017

0 $
0
15,485
0
0
0
15,485

0 $ 818,733 $ 678,328
0
166,221
268,228
0
41,566
26,976
0
13,249
4,945
0
0
35,662
0
0
937
0
1,039,769
1,015,076

25,000
25,000
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
50,000

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

356,490
189,349
140,513
59,995
45,105
26,777
12,077
12,000
12,000
8,964
3,282
1,239
0
867,791

0 $

171,978 $

(34,515) $

See notes to the financial statements
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2018

481,418
138,748
130,267
63,249
49,070
12,046
7,376
12,000
10,275
7,699
3,143
1,267
35,662
952,220

62,856

ONTARIO BEAN GROWERS
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2018

CASH PROVIDED BY (USED IN) OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Excess of revenues over expenses for the year
Changes in non‑cash working capital
Accounts receivable
Grants receivable
Government remittances refundable
Prepaid expenses
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Deferred grant income

$

CASH (USED IN) PROVIDED BY INVESTING ACTIVITIES
(Contributions to) withdrawals from investments
NET INCREASE IN CASH
NET CASH (BANK OVERDRAFT), BEGINNING OF YEAR
NET CASH, END OF YEAR

$

2018

2017

171,978 $

62,856

(3,250)
680
(7,396)
0
96,448
0
258,460

53,947
118,903
15,536
2,248
181,566
(76,605)
358,451

(247,390)

330,253

11,070

688,704

564,004

(124,700)

575,074 $

564,004

See notes to the financial statements
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ONTARIO BEAN GROWERS
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2018

1.

NATURE OF ORGANIZATION
Ontario Bean Growers is a not for profit organization formed under the Farm Products Marketing Act without
share capital. The Board is regulated under the Ontario Farm Products Marketing Commission. Ontario Bean
Growers is exempt from income tax. Its purpose is to record Ontario white and coloured beans, and market a
portion of the crop on behalf of the producers of Ontario.

2.

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not for
profit organizations and include the following significant accounting policies:
(a)

USE OF ESTIMATES
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with Canadian generally accepted accounting
principles for not for profit organizations requires management to make estimates and assumptions that
affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities, the disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at
the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the
year. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

(b)

FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS
Measurement of financial instruments
The organization initially measures its financial assets and liabilities at fair value.
Financial assets measured at amortized cost include cash, accounts receivable and grants receivable.
Financial liabilities measured at amortized cost include accounts payable and accrued liabilities.
The organization’s financial assets measured at fair value include investments.
Impairment
Financial assets measured at amortized cost are tested for impairment when there are indicators of
impairment. If an impairment has occurred, the carrying amount of financial assets measured at
amortized cost is reduced to the greater of the discounted future cash flows expected or the proceeds
that could be realized from the sale of the financial asset. The amount of the write‑down is recognized
in net surplus. The previously recognized impairment loss may be reversed to the extent of the
improvement, directly or by adjusting the allowance account, provided it is no greater than the amount
that would have been reported at the date of the reversal had the impairment not been recognized
previously. The amount of the reversal is recognized in net surplus.
Transaction costs
The organization recognizes its transaction costs in net income in the period incurred. However,
financial instruments that will not be subsequently measured at fair value are adjusted by the transaction
costs that are directly attributable to their origination, issuance or assumption.
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ONTARIO BEAN GROWERS
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2018

2.

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

(c)

FUND ACCOUNTING
General fund
The general fund reports resources available for the organization's general operating activities. This
fund is unrestricted.
White Pea Bean Producers' Special Reserve Fund
The reserve fund reports resources that are not to be held as endowments and are, therefore, disbursed
on a current basis for the exclusive purpose of administration of the fund investments, as well as
research and promotion activities related to producing and marketing white pea beans that benefit white
pea bean producers in Ontario. Annual spending shall not exceed $150,000 in any fiscal year. This fund
is internally restricted.
Crop pool fund
The crop pool fund reports resources that are not to be held as endowments and are, therefore,
disbursed on a current basis for the marketing of beans delivered to the Board by the producers
segregated by crop year. This fund is internally restricted.

(d)

REVENUE RECOGNITION
The organization follows the restricted fund method of accounting for contributions in which externally
restricted contributions are recognized upon receipt in the appropriate fund corresponding to the
purpose for which they were contributed. Externally restricted contributions of the general fund are
recognized as revenue when the related expenditure occurs. Unrestricted contributions are recognized
in the general fund when received or receivable and collection is reasonably assured.
Grant revenue is recognized when the related expenditures have been incurred.
Revenue from licences and bean pool sales are recognized when received.
Interest income is recognized as revenue when earned.

3.

LICENCE FEES
Licence fees are charged to all growers. The fees were $6.80 per tonne for the 2018 crop (2017 ‑ $6.80).

4.

FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS
Unless otherwise noted, it is management's opinion that the organization is not exposed to significant interest,
credit, currency, liquidity, or other price risks arising from its financial instruments.
The extent of the organization's exposure to these risks did not change in 2018 compared to the previous period.
The organization does not have a significant exposure to any individual customer or counterpart.
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ONTARIO BEAN GROWERS
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2018

INVESTMENTS
Investments consist of:

2018

Meridian GIC, 2.2% interest, maturing October 18, 2018
$
Meridian GIC, 2.1% interest, maturing November 22, 2018
Meridian GIC, 2.2% interest, maturing May 22, 2019
Scotiabank GIC, 1.50% interest, matured October 30, 2017
Meridian GIC, 1.50% interest, matured May 25, 2018
Meridian GIC, 2.10% interest, maturing November 9, 2018
Scotiabank GIC, 1.82% interest, maturing November 20, 2018
Scotiabank GIC, 1.82% interest, maturing November 20, 2018
Scotiabank GIC, 2.34% interest, maturing November 20, 2020

331,229
152,442
305,117
0
0
153,353
281,951
283,995
283,080
1,791,167

Less current portion:

1,508,087

General Fund
Reserve Fund

6.

2017
$

0
0
0
243,399
301,208
150,190
281,937
283,981
283,062
1,543,777
544,607

$

283,080

$

999,170

$

1,051,657
739,510

$

717,233
826,544

$

1,791,167

$

1,543,777

COMMITMENTS
The organization has an operating lease for the premises. Future minimum lease payments are as follows:
2019
$
12,000
The organization has committed to various research projects. Future expected research commitments are as
follows:
2019
2020
2021
2022

$

521,841
453,040
339,981
265,688

$ 1,580,550
The organization has committed to a contract for consulting and administration services. Future expected
commitments are as follows:
2019
2020
2021
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$

135,000
135,000
135,000

$

405,000

Thanks to our Sponsors!

TD Canada Trust
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2017-18 Delegates
Thank you to our grower delegates for their contributions throughout the course of
the year. Delegates act as a voice for growers, and as such, have an important role
to play in the strategic thinking process that directs the organization.

District 1

District 2

District 3

Brant, Chatham-Kent, Elgin, Essex,
Haldimand, Hamilton, Lambton,
Middlesex, Niagara, Norfolk, Oxford

Bruce, Huron

Perth, Waterloo, Wellington and
all other geographic areas not
within Districts 1& 2

Matthew Aerts

Marinus Bakker

Tom Bateman

Stephen Broad

Dave Cronin

Alex Hart

Tom Harris

Sean Ernewein

Tom Feeney

Jamie Payton

Maitland Underwood

Walter McKenzie

John Walls

Chris Weernink

John Norris

Dave Woods

Murray Vincent

Wayne Wolfe

660 Speedvale Avenue West, Suite 302, Guelph, ON N1K 1E5
519-803-9847 | info@ontariobeans.on.ca
ontariobeans.on.ca
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