
 

 MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
SAVE THE DATE 

Research Day, Plot Tour & BBQ  
August 21, 2019 

1:00pm  Research Presentations 
4:00pm  Plot Tour  
6:00pm  Steak BBQ 

Register by August 7 
obgresearchday19.eventbrite.ca 

519-803-9847 
jennifer@ontariobeans.on.ca 

Huron Research Station 
70257 Airport Line, Exeter 

What a soggy start to spring!  

Here we are in the fourth week of May and in much of Ontario 
most of the corn seed is still in the bag. As corn and soybean 
prices initially struggled this spring I’ve seen reports from dealers 
encouraging more dry bean acres if planting is further delayed.  
We shall see. Every year has an interesting twist of events and the 
spring of 2019 is certainly no exception.  

I am excited to take on the role of OBG chair for 2019-20. I’ve grown 
many crops of crans, whites, kidneys, blacks, and otebos over the years. When I look back at 
what keeps me in the game certainly the  potential of higher profits than in typical field 
crops plays a role, but it’s more than that; growing beans is a real challenge. They are highly 
responsive to good management and healthy soils and just when you think you have it 
figured out they will teach you something new. That keeps it exciting.  

I’d like to welcome two new directors, Brendan Louwagie and Jamie Payton, to the Board.  
Congrats also to Adam Ireland and Tyler Vollmershausen on their re-election. Larry Jenner 
and Dave Vandewalle  have stepped down from the Board but will remain involved as 
Delegates. These two individuals were exemplary Directors who really made a difference for 
the benefit of all Ontario bean growers and our industry. They will be missed but their 
contributions during the formative years of OBG will remain.  

On the OBG radar we have several key issues we are involved with. We are pursuing a multi-
pronged approach that includes research and lobbying to try to keep the seed insecticide 
Cruiser available until we have a viable substitute in place. Early season leafhopper control is 
crucial in dry beans and risk assessment of pesticides must consider economic factors.   Zero 
risk means not getting in a vehicle and not going out in the sunshine.   

We are also looking closely at our seed industry. Our goal is to get our new improved varieties 
in the hands of all Ontario bean growers as soon as possible, regardless of which bean dealer 
you grow for. Bean breeding at the University of Guelph and Ag Canada is OBG’s largest 
investment and improved varieties are key to our industry’s viability. I think we can do better 
at capitalizing on our genetic gains.  

It looks like we may finally get a break in the weather and dust is starting to fly east of 
London. Some of you may have heard an old saying: “Break a leg” that is  supposed to bring 
you good luck. As someone who did break a leg in a farm accident this time last year I would 
rather say: Good luck and be safe! 

 
Mike Donnelly-Vanderloo  
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Bacterial Brown Spot in Dry Beans 
Dr. Owen Wally, Field Crop Pathologist AAFC Harrow 

With edible bean planting season just around the corner it is a good 
time to think about bean diseases and what to look for when symptoms 
present themselves. There has been a huge amount of focus on dry 
bean breeding dealing with resistance towards common bacterial blight 
(CBB) caused by the seed borne bacteria Xanthomonas axonopodis pv. phaseoli (Xap) and X. 
fuscans pv. fuscans (Xff).  This bacterium is controlled through the use of certified seed, 
however the bacteria can overwinter on crop debris and on other legumes. When the bacteria 
are present, high temperatures and humidity can lead to disease development, even when 
recommended crop rotations are followed. Thus the use of genetic resistance is recommended. 

This resistance was developed primarily in navy bean varieties 
through an interspecies cross with Tepary bean resulting in a 
source of genetic resistance that has been incorporated into 
several widely grown navy beans including Rexeter, Lighthouse, 
Apex and Argosy among others. 

Despite the use of disease-free seed and sources of genetic 
resistance, instances of bacterial blight are continuing to be 
reported. Several samples of these diseased tissues were processed 
in our Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada lab in Harrow and they 
were found to be infested with a different bacterial pathogen. This 
pathogen was identified through genetic sequencing to be 
Pseudomonas syringae pv syringae (Pss), which is known to cause 

Bacterial Brown Spot (BBS) in common bean and other legume relatives. Pss also has more 
alternative hosts than CBB, such as corn (Holcus blight), wheat and barley (bacterial leaf 
blight), allowing it to remain in the field and making it more difficult to control.   

BBS disease symptoms resemble those of CBB and it can be 
difficult to differentiate between them unless diagnosed very 
early in the infection. Both have water soaked lesions 
appearing on pods with the CBB lesions being slightly larger. 
Both have chlorotic or yellow borders around the lesions, which 
may be less prominent with BBS. The leaves tend to appear 
more tattered in appearance with BBS infection, with the center 
of the lesion areas disintegrating and falling out.  Both the 
diseases will cause damage to the pods, with the BBS lesions 
being slightly smaller and less prominent. The main 
differences are the pathogens’ preference for weather 
conditions, with both causing the greatest infections under high moisture and humidity but 
BBS is more prevalent when temperatures are cooler. 

With the similarity of symptoms, we believe that much of the field based disease screening for 
CBB is being overstated with many of the symptoms actually being caused by BBS. The actual 
impact of BBS is underestimated, while CBB is being overestimated. To this end our research 
group has been investigating the overall spread and severity of BBS throughout the bean 
growing areas of Ontario. The impact of the disease was relatively low in most areas of the 
province in 2018, however we were still able to isolate P. syringae from 7 different samples that 
were collected in Huron, Middlesex, Elgin and Lambton counties.  

(Continued on back page) 



 

 

Pulse Growers Can Grow Market-ready Crops by Keeping it Clean!  

Canada is the world’s largest exporter of pulses and the demands of the end user are becoming increasingly complex. This growing 
season, there are several pulse crop protection products which may create market risk if used incorrectly, on the wrong crop or at the 
wrong time. As a pulse grower, you can protect your investments and Canada’s global reputation for quality and safety, by being aware 
of the market considerations for the following crop protection products and making your pulse crop management plans accordingly. 

• Pre-harvest Weed Control: Glyphosate (e.g. Roundup)  

• Desiccants: Diquat (e.g. Reglone), Saflufenacil (e.g. Heat), Glufosinate (e.g. MPower Good Harvest), Carfentrazone (e.g. Cleanstart, 
Aim) and Flumioxazin (e.g. Valtera) 

• Other Crop Protection Products: Chlorpyrifos Insecticide (e.g. Lorsban, other trade names) and Benzovindiflupyr Fungicide (e.g. 
Elatus, Solatenol)  

We all benefit when markets for Canadian crops remain open and stable – let’s all do our part to maintain our reputation as a quality 
supplier.  

Visit https://keepingitclean.ca/pulses to learn the market considerations for these products, as well as recommendations to mitigate 
risk and protect your investments. 

Glyphosate  -  An Ontario Perspective 
 

Please note  -  Each Bean Dealer could have specific needs for their global markets.  Please check with 
your local Bean Dealer regarding the products that are acceptable for use on each market class.  

 

Would you like to receive timely news and information from the Ontario Bean Growers?  
Visit ontariobeans.on.ca/growers to sign up on our Eblast list, or email 

jennifer@ontariobeans.on.ca and request to be added to the list. 

 

SUBSCRIBE 

There has been much discussion lately about the future of 
glyphosate as a pre-harvest aid.  The court of public opinion 
questions the safety of this popular product, even though 
science backs it.  Unfortunately, it is a real possibility that it is 
a battle that can not be won.  We are seeing evidence of this as 
more countries are added to the list of those who have banned 
the product, with zero science to support their decision. 

On January 11, Health Canada made a statement on the safety 
of the product in response to eight notices of objection received 
following the final re-evaluation decision on glyphosate in 
2017.  It reads “After a thorough scientific review, we have 
concluded that the concerns raised by the objectors could not 
be scientifically supported when considering the entire body of 
relevant data. The objections raised did not create doubt or 
concern regarding the scientific basis for the 2017 re-
evaluation decision for glyphosate. Therefore, the 
Department’s final decision will stand.” 

In the past few months the Pulse Canada and provincial 
grower groups have spent a considerable amount of time 

discussing the implications around glyphosate use in pulse 
production as it relates to market access.  There came a point 
in the discussion where the possibility of a pro-active industry 
ban of the product was being considered.  

OBG convened a call with Ontario’s bean dealers to assess the 
situation as it applies to Ontario.  The results of this discussion 
is the following position:  OBG supports bean dealers in 
maintaining market access through complying with end user 
demands regarding pesticide use.   

OBG’s Board of Directors also wanted to solidify that, as 
growers, they support sound science and as such are in 
support of respecting MRL levels for dry beans based on 
Canadian and Codex levels – both of which are based on 
scientific reviews and data.   

As your grower organization, OBG continues to work on your 
behalf to maintain access to the crop management tools that 
are so important to the industry.   



 

 

Growers  @ontbeangrowers 

 

Consumers 

660 Speedvale Ave. West, Suite 302   Guelph, Ontario  N1K 1E5 

@ontariobeans 

The greater aim of this research funded through the Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) Pulse Cluster (2018-2023) is to investigate 
the potential for breeding for resistance to Pss in common bean. The initial objective of this cluster is to characterise isolates of Pss 
that have been collected in Ontario at a genotypic and phenotypic (pathogenic) level. A subset of these isolates will then be used to 
challenge a panel of common bean varieties towards developing molecular resistance markers within the beans, to be used in the 
Ontario dry bean breeding programs. With these goals in place we hope to have additional resources to help minimize the damage 
caused by BBS in Ontario bean production.  

Additional research in Harrow is being conducted as part of a cross-Canada Pulse Cluster project examining the effect of novel seed 
treatments for preventative control of BBS in addition to CBB.  These trials will examine how next generation bean seed treatments can 
help mitigate damage done by bacterial diseases not only on certified Idaho grown seed but also for Canadian produced seed. Providing 
a cost-effective beneficial seed treatment will allow for more robust bacterial control for Canadian and in particular Ontario bean 
producers.  

Check out the NEW GoBeans.ca! 

Common Bacterial Blight Bacterial Brown Spot 

Leaves   
Large irregular lesions with about 1/4 inch wide lem-
on coloured borders. 

Water-soaked spots are prominent on the  
undersurface of the leaves. 

Lesions may coalesce and leaves may fall off. 

Bacterial brown spot begins as small water-soaked lesions with narrow 
light green borders. 

The lesions expand from round to oval and then centers become tattered or 
drop out. 

The tattering of the leaves is often diagnostic. 
Pods   
Pods show water-soaked spots that eventually have 
red-rusty borders. 

Pods may have small necrotic lesions but these are typically much  
smaller and less prominent that those of common or halo blight. 

519.803.9847 
info@ontariobeans.on.ca 
www.ontariobeans.on.ca 

(Continued from second page) 

• Variety descriptions for many of the varieties 
grown in Ontario - *New Content!*  

• The 2018 Ontario Dry Bean Variety Trials report 
in PDF format, which contains multi-year 
performance data for all classes of dry beans 
grown in Ontario  

• Historical Ontario Dry Bean Variety Trials 
reports dating back to 2005   

• Multi-year dry bean performance data 
displayed in tables and graphs   

• Head to head dry bean variety comparison tool   

• Research reports and presentations on dry 
bean topics, prepared by Ontario researchers 
and extension specialists 

If you have any feedback on the new website, please contact Meghan Moran, Ontario Pulse Crop 
Committee Chair, at meghan.moran@ontario.ca or 519-546-1725. 

Table taken from https://www2.ipm.ucanr.edu/agriculture/dry-beans/Bacterial-Brown-Spot/ 

Gobeans.ca is your one stop shop for information on Ontario dry bean varieties 

mailto:meghan.moran@ontario.ca
https://www2.ipm.ucanr.edu/agriculture/dry-beans/Bacterial-Brown-Spot/

