MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
January 3, 2021
It’s the beginning of a new year, my birthday, and a great time
to reflect.
In last year’s newsletter I commented about the challenges the
weather threw at us. Certainly some growing areas in the
province were very dry this summer but these difficulties pale
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in light of the global pandemic. I know it’s been a struggle for
many (and my thoughts are with you), but as a farmer I
consider myself very fortunate to work in the fresh air out in
the countryside producing the food that so many families depend on.
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health-and-fitness/article-four-food-and-wellness-trends-to-watch-for-in-2021/
In 2020 the planet appeared to shrink as we watched COVID-19 spread rapidly around the
globe. We can’t ignore that we all share this planet together and it does matter what others a
hemisphere away do. Most importantly, if we want access to certain markets around the

Nominations Forms
http://bit.ly/obgagm21

world we will be expected to respect their concerns.
Ontario’s bean industry has demonstrated that we listen to what our buyers and consumers
want, document the process, and care for the environment. This strategy will position us well
on the world stage in the twenties.
Good luck and best of health in 2021,
Mike
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2021 Ontario Bean Growers Annual General Meeting
Please note that any changes to the format of Ontario Bean Grower (OBG) elections are for 2021
only. Should any of the new processes prove to be an improvement on the established
procedures, the Board of Directors will consider adopting them for 2022 and beyond.
In 2021, the membership of OBG will elect four directors to the Ontario Bean Growers Board of
Directors to a two-year term – one from each of the three districts, and a director at large.
District 1

District 2

District 3

Brant, Chatham-Kent, Elgin, Essex,

Bruce & Huron

Perth, Waterloo, Wellington &

Haldimand, Hamilton, Lambton, Middlesex,

all other geographic areas not

Niagara, Norfolk & Oxford

within Districts 1 & 2

A grower is eligible to vote and run for a director position on the Board of Directors if they grew
dry edible beans of any market class in 2019 and/or 2020 and paid their annual license fees, or
if they have a contract to grow beans in 2021. New growers who plan to grow beans in 2021 will
be asked to complete an affidavit signed by their bean dealer as an indication of their
commitment to grow beans in 2021 and pay board license fees. If the farm is not individually
owned, only one person may represent that farm entity. This can be an employee, shareholder,
director or partner in the business. In order to vote on behalf of a farm with multiple owners,
the individual voting on behalf of the business must identify themselves as such on the online
registration form.
A grower who produces beans in more than one district may vote and run for the position of
director to the OBG Board of Directors in only one district. If a grower wishes to vote and/or be
nominated to run for the position of director to the OBG Board of Directors, in a district other
than the district in which they reside, that grower must make declaration to the OBG Board
Office in written form on or before January 12, 2021. Such a declaration will change the grower’s
district designation in the OBG database until such time as a different written declaration is
received by the OBG Board Office. Otherwise, each grower will be assigned to the district in

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mike Donnelly-Vanderloo
Chair
Thamesford, Ontario
519-808-1003

Jamie Payton
Vice Chair
Thorndale, Ontario
paylanefarms@hotmail.com
519-284-3429

Tyler Vollmershausen
Research Committee Chair
Bright, Ontario
vollmershausen.tyler@gmail.com
519-617-9896

Brendan Louwagie
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Communications Committee Chair
Mitchell, Ontario
blouwagie@sylvite.ca
519-301-1316

which they reside according to the current OBG database.

Nomination Process
Online nomination forms posted here: http://bit.ly/obgagm21
Director Nominations
Nominations for District Directors and Director at Large must be made using the online
nomination form available on OBG’s website. All nominations must be submitted by the
deadline of 4 pm EST on February 9, 2020.
If there is an election for a District Director position, the unsuccessful candidate can choose to
have their name added to the Director at Large Ballot.
For those who have previously served as a director on the Ontario Bean Producers’ Marketing
Board and/or the Ontario Coloured Bean Growers Association, there is a maximum 15 combined
years of service after which a grower is not eligible to run for a director position on the OBG
board. Years of service as a delegate and/or committee man do not count in this aggregate.
District Delegate Nominations
In an effort to further streamline the online election process, we are strongly encouraging that
nominations for District Delegates to be made in advance of the AGM. Nominations must be
made using the online form available on the OBG website. If any elections for the board of
directors are held, unsuccessful candidates can choose to have their names added to the
Delegate ballot for their district. There are six positions open for each of the three districts.

Nick Cressman
Dundalk, Ontario
nick@alpinepfl.com
519-321-1041

Adam Ireland
Teeswater, Ontario
adamireland@me.com
519-357-6176

Maitland Underwood
Wingham, Ontario

maitland_underwood@hotmail.com

519-357-7260

Registration

2021 Election Process
As noted previously, the deadline for nominations for the four

Pre-registration is required for the AGM.

board of director positions is February 9, 2021 by 4pm. Should

emailed a link to participate in the virtual meeting.

nominations be received for each of the positions by the

members will also receive a separate link to the voting platform.

deadline, nominations will close. If there are no nominations
for a position, nominations for that position will remain open,
and nominations from the floor will be accepted during the
election portion of the AGM agenda.
Voting for District Director positions will commence at 7:00am
the morning of the AGM (Tuesday February 23) and will remain
open until 11:25am that day. Election results will be announced

Registrants will be
Voting

You must register for the meeting by Thursday February 11 at
midnight so that we have time to verify voting eligibility and
prepare the registration list to be shared with Data on the Spot,
the company we have engaged to manage voting/elections.
In advance of the meeting you will receive a message from Data
on the Spot (DOTS), the company we have engaged to manage

following the last presentation on the AGM agenda at

online

approximately 11:45am.

everything you need to participate in the online meeting,

Following the announcement of the

District Director election results, the election for Director at Large

voting

and

elections.

This

message

will

include

including a link to the voting platform for voting delegates.

will take place, followed by the elections for District Delegates.

Register here: https://obgagm21.eventbrite.ca

2021 Ontario Bean Growers
Annual General Meeting
AGENDA
9:45am
10:00am
10:05am
10:10am
10:20am
10:25am
10:45am
11:05am
11:25am
11:45am

12:00pm

Pre-meeting networking/technology check
Welcome & Call to Order
Election overview/voting instructions
Approval of Agenda
Approval of 2020 AGM Minutes
2019-20 Auditor’s Report & Questions
Chair’s Report
2020 Crop Report – Meghan Moran
Global Market Update— Scott Cottenden, The Andersons
Weed Management Report – Peter Sikkema
Pest Management Report – Chris Gillard
Announcement of Election Results - District 1, 2 & 3
Director-at-Large Election
District 1, 2 and 3 Delegate Elections
Adjourn

Would you like to receive timely news and information from the Ontario
Bean Growers? Use this QR code to access the sign up form or send an
Email to jennifer@ontariobeans.on.ca.

SUBSCRIBE

The 2021 Ontario Dry Bean Variety Trials Report is now available on gobeans.ca

Download the latest Ontario Dry Bean

View agronomic performance tables of

Compare variety performance head to

Variety Trials Report in PDF format. It

white and coloured dry bean varieties

head within a test group.

contains

and yield vs maturity graphs of white

the

agronomic

performance

tables and graphs of registered varieties.

beans.

Gobeans.ca
Promising new cran varieties from the U of G Bean Breeding Program
There are some exciting new cranberry bean varieties emerging from the University of
Guelph! The 5 year averages below come from 19 trials conducted at St Thomas, Exeter,

Elora and Woodstock. OAC Firestripe and OAC Navabi have been llcensed by Treasure
Valley Seed Co. and will be available in 2022. OAC Candycane is yet to be licensed, but we
are hopeful that it soon will be.

OAC Candycane

Mid maturity, high-yielding , good seed
size,

excellent

plant

architecture,

Anthracnose resistant.

OAC Firestripe

Mid-maturity, excellent yield, excellent
harvestability, large seed size,
Anthracnose resistant.

OAC Navabi

Early maturing, good yield, very good
harvestability, Anthracnose resistant.
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